Direct immunofluorescence testing of skin biopsies--an under-utilised diagnostic aid.
Direct immunofluorescence testing of skin biopsies is a simple inexpensive and relatively non-invasive diagnostic procedure currently widely used in dermatological practice for the investigation and diagnosis of dermatological and immunological disorders. This paper reviews the value and applicability of the procedure in a variety of disease states. The sensitivity and specificity of the test to a spectrum of clinical conditions should encourage its more widespread use in general medical and rheumatology practice.